














Section 1.0     
Lesson 

2 

Also view how Native artists observe animals and birds very carefully, so as to 
arrive at the underlying basic shapes, eliminating detail to get at “the essence” 
of frog, whale, owl, or whatever it is they are portraying.  They may add 
decoration later, but first—they simplify.  If you took the Photography Module 
in the Art Foundations 8/9/10 course, you practiced the “select and simplify” 
idea.  Even if you took neither of these Modules, you did a fair amount of 
simplification in the Drawing Module.  (Contour drawing is simplifying.) 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One way to simplify then, is to examine objects or figures for their underlying 
geometric structure or shape. 
 
Another way to simplify is to work from a photograph or a detailed drawing, 
creating a series of sketches that gradually omit detail. 
 

 
Another way is to draw from a complex object, omitting some lines to create 
“implied line” or “lost and found” edges. 
 
 

 
 
SIMPLIFICATION PROJECT 
 
Working from one source, create a series of four drawings or prints.  Make your 
drawings progressively more simple.  When you submit your work, include the 
source. (The source may be a photo you took or a drawing you’ve done before.) 
 
Please do the following before sending in this project: 

1. Put the Title on the back 
2. Put your name on the back 
3. Write SIMPLIFICATION PROJECT on the back 
4. Send in this assignment with comment sheet 

 
Marks:  50 




