

















38 Russia 1917-24: Lenin's revolution

to accept poor wages and conditions as
the peasants were.

When forced to do so, Nicholas
would make changes. After an unsuc-
cessful revolution in 1908 Nicholas
paid attention to some of his more sen-
sible advisers. He allowed a Parlia-
ment, or Duma, to be elected in 1906.
But as soon as it began to criticise the
lack of freedom Nicholas shut it down.
However, Nicholas did allow one man,
Peter Stolypin, to make some important

changes. Between 1906 and 1911 Stol-
ypin introduced a series of reforms
which made it easier for peasants to
own their own land. But even by 1916
only 24% of peasants owned any land —~
the rest still worked for wealthy land-
owners. Stolypin was assassinated in
1911. Some historians suspect that the
Tsar may have been involved because
the assassin was later discovered to bea
police agent who was posing as a
revolutionary.

Exercise
B 1

Russia’s industrial growth

Study the following groups of statistics about Russia in the years before the

revolution:

SOURCE A: Population 1900 (in millions)

Russia 103
Germany 56

Austria-Hungary 48 Italy

France
Great Britain 4]

39

32

SOURCE B: Railways - kilometres of track in 1900 (in thousands)

Russia 53 France 38
Germany 52 Creat Britain 35
Austria-Hungary 36 Italy 16

SOURCE C: Coal production in 1900 (in million tonnes); figures in brackets
refer to percentage increase in production since 1890

Russia 16 (170%) France 33 (28%)
Germany 149 ( 67%) Great Britain 228 (24%)
Austria-Hungary 39 ( 50%) Ttaly (0.5%)
SOURCE D: Steel production (in million tonnes)

1890 1900 1890 1900
Russia 0.4 1.6 France 0.7 1.6
Germany 2.3 6.1 Great Britain 3.6 4.9

Austria-Hungary 0.8 1.2

(Sources A, Cand D from A.].P. Taylor, Struggle for Mastery in Europe,

1848-1918, 1971)

a Which two countries, on the basis of Sources C and D, had the biggest

industrial output?

b Of the five countries listed in both Sources C and D where would you rank

Russia in terms of output?

¢ Which of the nations listed in Sources

C and D was growing the most quickly

in terms of output? Support your answer with evidence from the statistics.




Source File 1
Chinese Soldiers Before the Revolution

“We stood on the hillside at Lunmen. Eight soldiers of the Sixty-eighth Division had
been sent with us as bodyguards. We all stood together on the hillside and gazed at the
rolling fields beyond, in which peasant men and women were working, bending over
their hoes. The soldiers watched, and one of them said to the others: “I’ll bet I’m a better
shot than you.”

To prove his boast, he raised his gun to his shoulder and fired at the figures of the
peasants. The dust spurted up—he had missed. The other soldiers laughed at his bad
marksmanship. Then one by one they raised their guns and tried their luck, using the
peasants as targets. The peasants ran hither and thither in terror, and we thought of
chickens or birds. The soldiers laughed as they fired, watching the comical antics of their
victims. Finally two of them came up to us, offered their rifles, and asked us to try our
luck. We were foreigners. They wanted to see if foreigners were better shots than
Chinese.’

Agnes Smedley, a Furopean Journalist in China, reporting
the experiences of two friends she believed were truthful.
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Italy 1919-1929:
The Rise of Mussolini

Condition of Italy

Benito Mussolini was 11 Duce, Of leader, of Italy from 1922
0 1943. He became dictator as a direct result of the
unhappiness and disorder experienced by Italians after the
First World War. The cost of Jiving had jumped 500% since
1915 and there was 2 general demand for higher wages. The
middle class complained they were impoverished by high
taxation; ex-soldiers grumbled pecause of the lack of jobs;
industrial workers went on strike; the peasantry wanted better
conditions and a chance to improve the barren soils of the
Italian hillsides. Matters were SO serious that in 1920 the
country came close to revolution when workers
commandeered the factories and tried unsuccessfully to
market their OWn products. There was also general
dissatisfaction with Ttaly’s war gains. Ttaly had hoped t0
expand along the Adriatic coast—but all it received were the
Trentino and southern Tyrol areas, Istria, and Trieste.

Fascists

Mussolini claimed he could solve Italy’s problems. In 1919
he had formed his own political force—the Fascio di
Combattimento~and soon his black-shirted followers were
busy breaking up the meetings of other political parties.
Mussolini excused this violence on the grounds that Ttaly was
on the brink of 2 Communist revolt and that his Fascists were
strong enough to prevent such a revolt even if the
government was not. Many discontented Italians joined the
Fascist party and by 1922 they were strong enough to march
on Rome and demand a role in the government. The king,
Victor Emmanuel III, soon agreed and Mussolini became
prime minister that year.

Il Duce

For three years Mussolini ruled Italy along semi-democratic
lines, but in the background his Fascists were rigorously
eliminating opposition, resorting where necessary to torture
and murder. In 1925 Mussolini accepted responsibility for
such events and declared himself dictator of Italy. His talent
lay in propaganda, and soon he convinced most Ttalians that
his rule was in their best interests. He controlled the press.
He made emotional speeches to hysterical crowds who
raised their hands in the Fascist salute and chanted
«galutiamo il Duce!” His speeches and the hysteria were
broadcasted on the radio. After 1925 he outlawed all
political parties except the Fascists. Elections disappeared
and were replaced by plebiscites in which the people
approved a list of Mussolini’s hand-picked deputies.
Parliament vanished and was replaced by the Fascist Grand
Council and the Chamber of Deputies. Mussolini claimed to
have created a “corporate state” where the population,
divided into twenty-two “corporations,” would work in
harmony for “gocial justice.” There would be no more strikes
and no more unjust dismissals from work. He promised the
farmers a “battle for wheat” in which they to0 would
prosper. Fascist Italy was now, he said, the greatest country
in the world. Children were educated to believe this claim,
for Mussolini had all school textbooks rewritten by Fascist
propagandists. ’

Mussolini’s Impact

These despotic tactics were widely publicized and often
admired by people abroad. Here was a dictator who seemed
to be producing results. Wheat production increased, land
reclamation schemes Were launched, railways and motor
roads improved. His foreign policy was flamboyant and at
first fairly successful. In 1923, after some Greeks murdered
an Italian general, Mussolini bombarded Corfu. In 1924 he
surrendered his claims to Dalmatia, but demanded Fiume
and Zara as the price of his generosity. And, in 1929,
Mussolini won worldwide fame by pegotiating an agreement
(or Concordat) with the Pope who, in return for the tiny
Vatican City in the heart of Rome, recognized the legality of
_Fascist Italy.

Italian dictator Benito Mussolini
and young followers
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ISTRIA Supported by ltalian ex-soldiers
the poet D'Annunzio illegally
occupied Fiume in 1919. Mussolini
renounced his claim to the whole of
the Dalmatian coast in 1924 in

exchange for Fiume and Zara.

Bombarded by
Mussolini in 1923
during his dispute
with Greece.

Italy's Problems After 1918
1. The relatively small farming areas of ltaly, such
as the Lombardy Plain and lands surrounding
Naples, Palermo and Catania, had been over-
cultivated since the days of Ancient Rome,

i d erosion. 3
and were liable to flood damage and erosion. .y goEge

2. The main industrial cities of the North (e.g.,  The symbol
Turin) were centres of industrial discontent. ~ of Fascism
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